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FREE DIVE COMPUTERS
LADIES PACK
Mares Kaila BCD
Aqualung Titan Supreme “A”
Aqulaung Calypso Octopus
Double Console
PRICE £865.00

FREE MARES PUCK 
WORTH £190.00

VALUE PACK
Aqualung Pro LT BCD
Scubapro MK11/R395 Regulator “DIN”
Scubapro C200 Octopus
Double Console
PRICE £699.00

FREE UWATEC 2G COMPUTER 
WORTH £249

REG PACK
Mares Rover 2 Regulator
Mares Rover Octopus
SPG
(2 only)
Price £299.00

FREE MARES PUCK DIVE 
COMPUTER WORTH £190.00

FULL EQUIPMENT PACKAGE
AQUALUNG PRO LT BCD
SCUBAPRO MK11/R395 REGULATOR
SCUBAPRO C200 OCTOPUS
DOUBLE CONSOLE
MARES ROLLER BAG
12L SCUBAPRO CYLINDER
SCUBAPRO TWIN JET MAX FINS
MADE TO MEASURE MEMBRANE DRYSUIT WITH THINSULATE, VALVES, 
HOSE,HOOD AND BAG

PRICE £1705.00

OFFER PRICE 

£1299.00
12 MONTHS 0% FINANCE AVAILABLE 

(Subject to status)

Effective camera 
leak-proofing

Value 9
Performance 7

Contact: 
Vivid Housings 
www.
vividhousings.
com

BACK IN THE SEVENTIES, I became 
an involuntary member of one of the 
largest underwater photography clubs 
of that time – ‘The British Society of 
Nikonos flooders’. Thankfully my 
Nikonos III was a fully manual camera 
and within a couple of hours it was 
washed out in fresh water, stripped 
down to its component parts, dried 
and reassembled ready for the next day. 

Today, however, it would be a very 
different story. Modern cameras are 
totally dependent on electronic 
wizardry – it only takes a few droplets 
of seawater to kill a circuit board. It’s 
fair to say that today’s underwater 
camera cases are mostly reliable. The 
problem is that it is very difficult to 
know whether your housing is 
watertight without getting it wet. 
However, there is another way of 
finding out. A new gizmo called the 
LeakSentinel from Vivid Housing 
offers an affordable solution. 

In short, the LeakSentinel reduces 
the pressure inside the housing and 
then monitors its status. If the 
pressure remains constant at a 
reduced state, then the housing must 
be airtight. If the pressure rises, it 
means you have a leak and remedial 
action can be taken before you enter 
the water. What sets the LeakSentinel 
apart from the others on the market 
is the price – it’s around a quarter of 
the price of most of its competitors. 

But is it any good? We’ve been 
testing one for a couple of months 
with mixed results. First of all, full 
credit must go to Vivid for providing 
full customisation for the majority of 
housings on the market – you just 
email Vivid the measurements and it 
will have one made for you within a 
few weeks. 

The model I received fitted into a 
spare port on the top of the housing, 

Avoiding the f-word
LeakSentinel €150 (£132)

so there was no need to drill a new 
hole through the case. I had it 
installed within ten minutes. You 
then switch on the electronics, attach 
the pump and pump out the air from 
inside the housing. 

Initially, a red LED flashes, 
indicating the pressure is at an 
atmospheric norm, then after 50 or so 
cycles it turns green, showing that the 
required decrease in pressure has been 
achieved. As long as the green LED 
remains flashing, you know that your 
housing is airtight and thus waterproof. 

It’s straightforward to use. There 
are, however, a few points of concern. 
The first issue is that there is a point 
at which neither the green or red LED 
is flashing; this happens when the 
pressure is not low enough or high 
enough for each of the thresholds. It 
made me wonder whether it was 
switched off – was it even working?

Secondly, the build quality could be 
more solid. The wires leading to both 
the electronic unit and the LED are 
loose, which means the LED could be 
dislodged. The connection to the 
main unit looks vulnerable, and 
could be broken after several clumsy 
battery changes. 

Nevertheless, if you 
have suffered housing 
floods and want to take 
your housing in the water 
with 100-per-cent 
confidence, the 
LeakSentinal 
represents a cost-
effective solution. 
As long as you are 
not too rough with 
handling the inter-
nal workings, it 
should last as long 
as the housing itself. 
Charles Hood »

DIVE 
says

The circuit  board is placed 
inside your housing

Red indicates a non or low 
reduction in pressure

Green means your 
camera is  safe for diving 
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